Solic Rocks

THREE BRAND NEW STOMPBOXES FROM MARSHALL GUARANTEE TO LEND A NEW
AMBIENCE TO YOUR GUITAR SOUNDS. TIM SLATER GOES IN SEARCH OF SPACE. ..

There are stompboxes and

== there are stompboxes. Some
are very straightforward affairs
that simply perform a particular
specialist function, while others
are virtually multi-FX units in
disguise, offering everything
from painstakingly detailed
simulations of legendary artist
tones to fully-programmable
effects patches.

The latest batch of Marshall pedals
fall somewhere in between the two,
each pedal offering six different
variations of their respective effects
within the user-friendly format of a
conventional stompbox. These three
Marshall pedals are the latest additions
to Marshall’s stompbox line up; taking
the form of a stereo digital delay,

a modulation pedal offering six
different chorus, phaser, flanger
and rotary speaker effects, and that
rarest of things: a stereo reverb pedal.
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With Marshall’s legendary build
quality also well to the fore, these
three pedals look tempting enough
even before we plug in but, the proof
of the pudding is in the listening; let's
give ‘em a whirl.

BUILD & FEATURES

The first that strikes you about
Marshall’s new digital effects

pedals is their powerful air of sheer
roadworthiness. Heavy-duty steel
shells and robust metal jack sockets
and footswitches create a convincing
impression that you are looking at
some serious kit; you'd never believe
that these pedals were manufactured
in China until you see the proof
inscribed on the pedal’s CE labels.
Each pedal is powered by a choice
between a single nine-volt battery and
a nine-volt negative DC mains adaptor
(probably a more sensible option in
the long term, considering modulation
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and reverb’s voracious appetite for
batteries). The battery compartment
is accessed by undoing a single screw
underneath the unit, the only real
problem being that the Marshall
pedal’s sturdy design means that the
battery compartment feels as secure as
Fort Knox, requiring a coin or a
screwdriver to unlock it when the
battery needs replacing. This is fine on
paper, but it boils down to the fact that
battery changes are a somewhat fiddly
and time-consuming exercise; a quick
release lid would be an improvement
without forcing a compromise on the
pedal’s otherwise rock solid design.
Despite this minor gripe, these
pedals more than compensate by
offering an extra degree of control
over individual effect parameters
via an external expression pedal
connected to each pedal’s Expression
or Tap Tempo input. Using the
external expression inputs allows =
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CONTACT:
Marshall Amplification Ltd
- 01908375411

www.marshallamps.com






